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In the Age of Affective Politics, How Does Fashion Become Politicals?
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ABSTRACT

This study examines, the political functions of fashion in the context of affective politics. It focuses, on how fashion
operates as a communicative medium that shapes political meaning, constructs identity, and influences public
perception in contemporary media environments. As modern politics shifts from policy-centered discourse toward
image-based and emotion-driven communication, fashion has become an important mechamsm through which
political messages are produced, circulated and interpreted. Using qualitative content analysis, this study examines 91
articles on fashion and politics published in The New York Times between July 2024 and July 2025. It analyzes textual
and visual materials to 1dentify recurring patterns in the use of fashion in political representation and public discourse.
The findings indicates that fashion has evolved from a symbol of power in premodern societies into a central language
of affective politics in the digital era. Five major functions are identified in contemporary media politics: legitimating
power visually, constructing political identity performatively, shaping public opinion affectively, visualizing collective
identity and solidarity, and enabling moral evaluations of authenticity. These functions work by condensing political
meanings nto visual symbols, eliciting emotional responses, and stabilizing identity through repetition. In doing so,
fashion influences, collective perception and public opinion. Based on these findings, the study argues that fashion
communication can contribute to empathic politics by fostering connection, strengthening trust through consistency,
and expanding inclusivity across diverse social identities.
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{Table 1> Functional Classification of Fashion in The NYT ‘Fashion & Politics’ Articles

(N=91,

Multiple Coding)

Classification

Description

Number of
Articles(%)

Visual Legitimation of Power &

Fashion reinforcing authority and constructing political

29(31.9%)

Political Branding image
Performativity of Political Identity Repetition of style constructing stable political identity 23(25.3%)
Affective Politics & Fashion shaping emotions and influencing public
. . . . 32(35.2%)
Public Opinion Formation perception
Fashi isualizi identit d
Collective Identity & Solidarity astiion visuaizing Broup ICentity: 26(28.6%)
political alignment
Fashion functioni iterion fi
Moralization & Ethical Judgment astion functioning as a criterion for 17(18.7%)

authenticity and ethics
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<Fig. 1> Tutankhamun: Gold  <Fig.

funerary mask (Elizabeth 1, n.d.)
(Tutankhamun, n.d.)

2> Elizabeth I, 1588
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e 2RAN EA A O EAAT UL
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B S A 990 olEa
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AR AAME FEIE 52 AAE @A

ztolg FIAIZIE Y 9
StAtH(Park, 2010). AZFY AAolud
(Culottes) & A3t 5743 ofF e AFA
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I A e A7 FA ol ArKKFig. 4).

S ANt e 7159 gtk oA
o] RFstE FXEAh o] HFolA Tt E2
¥7](Great Masculine Renunciation) @7e] e}
S, B BHo] Awety ©eEdt FE(suit)
STHOE AFHJLH, o AAA FEAF A
U GAALE FAAH(Ford, 2021). 94 2219
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<Fig. 3> Portrait
of Louis XIV, 1701
(Portrait of Louis XIV, n.d.)

{Fig. 4> Sans-Culott, 1792
(Sans-culottes., n.d.)
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<& HAFAH(Lipovetsky, 1994). wpd @ F 3t
(Marshall McLuhan)2 ®#|v]d At A=
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Aste A AAH EFE AsIoH,
P olefgt ojnjz] X9 4 wiARE 753
A th(Bartlett, 2019). Al =7k A Z=A9 o]
14 E%Ezﬁj HEEH, 82 A9
Ade ANAHCE FAPste AAH EFE 7]
all, 2021). ¥d J}2AEZ(Fidel Castro)
ArteH(Che Guevara)= w83 54, Wl
o} 2 BEAS B3 9ot omAE 53
I, B3] Fu AR dMEE FE2TH(Alberto
Korda)el Al Awvigl AL I8 A AA AHd
3t &0 YurA gurtg Alskstein, A&H 0
2 AT QKFig. 5. %3 n oA % (Mao
Zedong)& ztoluh kel ‘mie FE'E Fa Al
& 293 AF9H He5s A stst
=, ol& AT AN HE g HE A
A=A 1960 Ao vEEsE &5
e FEE WEREF) 9 Rk RIFo s
PR FEEHANCH, 53] zZgx A
A FRH A AAAAE st PR il

= Ath(Bartlett, 2019).
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3 A48 S FAGE Ao E FAH FALE A, A=, Y(meme) T2 Yeided, 48 A
T3 Zolth(Rall, 2021). A9 oflE <A 23 (Elon Musk) 9t EdE EF 2] SNS A%
A& 53l ey JdFEHE AT I=9 ‘The girls are fighting'®} 72o] #3202 AFE
#lo)E w|E" (Catherine, Princess of Wales)< o, dEHIHNESEE AegS HoFT k(D
2o falely] B E ZLste] 27} ol Placido, 2025).
& isle A 9y 98-S 9, 1A Qnt Asdoz AFL A AFAES dAste
t}(Michelle Obama)E 5 HA:A=9l tiF sjA qEA F2ollou, Aol 5o AFE HFo
= A9g 2R ZAH AR g P T o ol tiAlsty Atk WEHAR, AFoly A&
nAE FA FAsReH, wHEDo|Rd = 2 A9E FI FIsA A3 A &g
gro o =28 BEY(Carla Bruni) = Al g2, FRle] AEss WUFAS e ARl diF
HE 2pld2 GXe; e AAE RAFAY B dYA omAE gxFoT FHAgsaA
(Marsh, 2012/2013). SHeH(Kim & Kim, 2000). $-Z2ely s A
olAd 20471 ol% mtje] A Alhel] A A7) = gAobe] HF olF £ AEYY B4
= AARIE oA £F, F7F BHAE FA A & AHAHoR 2gain A4 J3dn SR o
oF A9 £33, I3 U #FAA %3} e ddFez mdsty vk 19 HA 5%
= AAAH 9FE A HAU = T 2ERdo] ofyet w14 917] A &
oA AmAe] BAAGH AAH HAAE A7
4) 21A7] 3 AR SNS Al sjAe] Az o2 FHae AAE Ak Tt 20259 2
Ak Tl A% 2 o) ek sl A o] Bo] k=g HA
2147) A 8742 SNS¢ HAE wHolg F S-Agol QFFEE F4 SNSo| “S-Fgtouel
Ao E FHsta 1A, A9 FA Foie =3 AAE ERte] Aol dvt'E WAAE A
Al Advtoe]l FRFOE o] FEAL Utk 2026 o e, AL AW T AR @A EFete
29, Efxg ool Wi A IAFIE ZA ARES ARE 3A FAA K. 6. ol A
e s Hoe Wi ok olxgkdF I A A Adle FE53 A&l & F7HE AJE A
AL AAe o] 52 A AE YES EFA & HEY A olgE AAHA AuE Agd Aot
A (truth social) ol <k 907 |4 AA G AlA (Oh, 2025). °o]x¥ HHL =714 AMALE xds}
A 7 e Age 7H rs g5 A4 v Aol H7lE sti, AN IAZAYH T
Aol digk A28 qAARH} FA AgE AA s8E Yrlete Ve R #Fdt
o7 Ay, SAH R 2% AHEE o J8y gAE woje] k2 s AgA
Aol = 1 ATH(Shin, 2026). 2141 712] FX0 A 7b &85t ARA Zo] HEEA A 4%k
A3 ol dE Axetad, EYQE(X), §EH 2 ok e XA 75 Aak A WER oF
FAEZAA onR &} A FHCE HASE B S, Yool BAREE HXF HAIAE A
A= AA'E st e Aoltk olgd w3 & Aete FAR RAsgoH, WAL 9A sy
oA AL AXH HAAE Agsts Az A A FOE ASE T gk 20243 7L e
2 s, A G Y] dFE AFHoR F Eojx &€& “Fashion For Our Future” A=
=¥t} (Kalinina & Voronova, 2011). 53] SNSol v= A Yzield Y¥3|(CFDA) 9 w4 A
Mol AAH A5 "HAE =Ao] olz o|n| VogueZ7t 522 FHg AR, FHA2 5
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{Fig. 16> Luxury Fashion {Fig. 17> French Cuffs and (Fig. 18> Trump <Fig. 19> The Clintons and Kamala

as Political Propaganda French Fries at Donald, Appointee Filmed Harris Descend on a Hamptons
(Friedman, 2024b) Trump’s McDonald’'s Gig Influencer Videos Wedding of Liberal Royalty
(Gallagher, 2024) on The Job (Schleifer & Reber, 2025)

(Demirjian, 2025)
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Theoretical foundation
and key argument

Political function
of fashion

Condition for

affective politics

Dress has historically visualized social rank and governing power,
and in contemporary polities it functions as a device that visually
legitimizes authority. political efficacy. and political branding.

Through self-presentation, impression management, branding,
and performativity, dress repeatedly constructs and stabilizes
public persona and political selfhood.

Contemporary politics has been reorganized around the logics of
advertising, media, and spectacle, and fashion operatesas a
medium that organizes emotional response and public perception.

Colors and styles signify the belonging and boundaries of political
parties, social movements, and resistance groups. and function as
symbolic systems that visualize collective identity and solidarity.

Dress functions as a criterion for evaluating a politician’s
credibility, professionalism, suitability, and morality. while
appearance also serves as an index for judging the sincerity

or hypocrisy of political messages.

In the digital era, the political function of fashion is no longer
confined to the external styling of political elites; rather. political
agency has expanded into the fashion system itself. where
designers, brands, and fashion shows actively produce and
circulate political messages.

Visual legitimation of power and

formation of political brand Connectivity
Performance of political identity Consistency /
and fixation of image through Reliability
repetition and digital circulation
Affective politics, emotional
engagement. and formation of Connectivity

public opinion

Visualization of collective
identity and solidarity

Connectivity /
Inclusivity

Verification of authenticity

Consistency /

and ethical judgment Reliability
Expansion of political agency Inclusivity /
through designers, brands, and Connectivity

fashion shows as political actors

{Fig. 20> Linkage Between Theoretical Foundations, Political Functions of Fashion and
Conditions for Affective Politics
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