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ABSTRACT

This study examines the definitions of hanbok from the following dictionaries: Standard Korean Language
Dictionary; Encyclopedia of Korean Culture; Encyclopedia of Korean Folk Culture; A Dictionary of Korean
Traditional Apparel; Oxford English Dictionary; The Collins Dictionary; Urban Dictionary, and one from a
webpage on Korean culture promotion by the Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism of the Republic of
Korea (ROK). The examination brings to light the problematic wordings and further discusses why they are
problematic. Describing the attributes of hanbok as timeless and static, the definitions do not reflect the his-
torical development of hanbok in dynamism. The discussion contends the following. First, hanbok is a collec-
tive noun that refers to the category of traditional clothing of Korea, not only a costume for men and
women. Second, given that the term hanbok was coined at the turn of the 20th century, its concept and his-
torical timeline are part of Korea’s modern fashion history, not that of pre-modern, from the ancient to
Joseon (1392-1910). Third, the trajectory of hanbok shows its evolution in the contexts of being modernized,
hybridized, and culturally authenticated, rather than remaining “traditional” and “authentic.” Fourth, hanbok
has served as ethnic dress for ethnic Koreans across the globe and national dress of the ROK. Fifth, as the

” which is

ROK increasingly becomes a multi-ethnic country in the 21Ist century, the word “uri (lit. our/we),
commonly used to describe the ethnic Korean community as a single entity, should be changed to a
third-person perspective. Sixth, the elements of clothing that are subject to change, such as stylistic character-
istics, occasions for wearing, and construction methods, must be inclusively described. The arguments pre-
sented here are anticipated to contribute to revision of the definitions of hanbok in dictionaries and con-

ceptualization of hanbok as an academic keyword in dress/fashion studies.

Key words: cultural authentication (3} 2-f3}), dictionary definition (AFA 2 7 2]), ethnic dress (W55,
hanbok (3+%), invented traditon (52| 2H), national dress (=3
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“gHE gk o]of] e ‘ﬁi}i Ef J_?'EV]EH«]
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tlolEs S tH(Lau, 2021: Lee, 2021:
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Webster, The Chambers, Macmillan, Longman
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ot o71x= 2021l SAE OED®] A ejeh &
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The Collins English Dictionary, Urban Dictionary
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1) OED

A traditional Korean costume consisting of a
long-sleeved jacket or blouse and a long, high-
waisted skirt for women or loose-fitting trousers
for men, typically worn on formal or ceremonial
occasions (“Hanbok”, 2021).

o] AejollA A7EE A= Al 7FR ol
T4 “A traditional Korean costume”&
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S smo BAS A¥HoT = 7|
7} A, costumeo| Bt Toje] Aol et
Eolty, TS w9 - “typically worn on
formal or ceremonial occasions(¥4S ZHEAY
oA §EE FE YJeth "y ¢ HS AL A
Gl tisf 1&g Folth g G507, o
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2) The Collins English Dictionary

A traditional style of clothing, characterized by a
long high-waisted skirt, worn in Korea for formal
occasions (“Hanbok”, n.d.-b).
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3) Urban Dictionary

A traditional type of Korean dress. Often charac-
terized by vibrant colors and simple lines without
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pockets, Hanbok is worn as semi-formal or formal
wear during traditional festivals and celebrations.
Hanbok is one of the most beautiful traditional
dresses in the world (“Hanbok”, 2011).

o] 71X % traditional Korean dressg} 3}A] €
“traditional type of Korean dress”&}a g+ d]
g5k A, de] AEdE A4S T ouA &
o] Mg & ¥ tEiME gE AHoEF
A o Fel A =ostt mA 2 £ “Hanbok
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the world”> F#A< mH 7k2] H7td + YL
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{Fig. 1) Young Ladies Wearing a New-style
Hanbok.
(Photo by author, 2016)
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d). —4”" Al 7R AHelE o] 2 E} 1) A
Oﬂ YE 2, 2) WSy FEte AlgEe] A7
b des 2 3) Agatge] e B Xijﬂﬂ A
2 o2} (“Uisang”, nd.). ‘EBA'E 1) 29
TRA, 2) £33 FAFE obgE oJEE 2T
T 7HAE Ao H o] drh("Boksik”, nd.

).
Grldsl BASAAE SR Ay o

{Fig. 2> Hanbok Display at a Fusion Hanbok Store,
Gira, Yeonhui-dong, Seoul, Korea.
(Photo by author, 2015)

dress, clothing, costume, fashion3} 7+& £oj<]
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TE A% dress®] Ao B TE Lofs}
Z 9 o}o]# (Joanne B. Eicher) ¢} 19
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ol 2 thH(Ross, 2008: Skov & Melchior,
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¥3H3F ‘94 M (body modifications)’
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A7kA Z3E oh(Eicher, 2021).
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WP AL B B4 1) Aoy, 9
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(Eicher, 2010; Roach-Higgins & Eicher, 1992;
Skov & Melchior, 2008: Welters & Lillethun,
2018). wF W1=e] Esto] wiEE F AF oF
= sHAstE 29 S FE costumeolFeE &
ol Adte wl the F8HRl wkgo] Atk 3
NME= WEHEES costume WAl dressZ Ao o
th= oAo] Au)Foelth(Eicher, 2001: Niessen,
2003: Ohio University, 2013).
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&o] o3} o %
F costumelZ A
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[s)

w2 A Dictionary of Korean Traditional Apparel
2 FHo] &, apparel> F2 oF AX A1)

e WO R uFoA e fojo]BE M3}
A gtk el E AT FARA FHE
WEE ofe]AZE g dress®] WF, JIAE F
AL G Eis"t HE=3 Al }’5] HYs
249 de mEE Aol FAh ofolAE W
<& (ethnic dress)-/] Mg FA] dress £AE A
G3ote] "QIAl WY HEFES EEste] 7l
T4 FAAe Bdste HA7olga A eql

tH(Eicher, 1995).

FoJAbd | A FrolR™ “EFRE 7R3
Efsict el Jo=o th("Goyuhada”,
ol ‘authentic’'®] Fo=E “Q@Ad 2
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210 2 wrEo]Zl(made or done the same way as

an original), 7€l =& AA7}F flo] AT

(of undisputed origin, genuine)”o.Z I oATh
("Authentic”, nd.). Z¥d gHgo] 7pxl EAJo
HA IFE7F s & ek vk

27 AEolg B gle d5E e
w2 27e B 24 Zol HERH 4
H Aolm, #Al oAz Hupel] FAE 7=
olgletgell A e AF HAWAF AU YE
(Jeannette Walter) 7} @& 712X o] A=4
Expo]l dojupA At 5] X|mpol] Al F
ol HUth FEL oA 7]hS AR E
Azt Mdststd olgd d44S AWE + ¢
oh 22 Q7 ke Arte| AA A&siA Wt
stk e wske] e Wy, FYsta, A

A2 HAL E AT @GS wHE3IEA

Qa7 BE Y72 %515101 %L*i}(hybrldme) 3}

A4S 73k ZF3Hcultural authentication)’
ojl2o0 7 AMAWATHKim, in press:
Cultural Society of Boston [KCSBJ, 2021: The
Korea Society [TKS], 2022a). ¥38 Z{+8 o]
= 1 719e] R Sl oF FHolg st
T 3 AR sl dE (selection), "olPH-
o

Korean

(characterization)’, "% 3% (incorporation)’, "™H3¥
(transformation)’ 5 4l ©Ae 3 1H3 A
S AXHA I A LA A o E ke
TEEo] dHZ HAJd F Quhes ooz
oto]A e} EY] o ZAIw7}t Jlds), olE3}sisith

(Baizerman, Eicher, & Cerny, 1993: Eicher,
2022 Eicher & Erekosima, 1995: Erekosima &
Eicher, 1931). Py 22X 29 Foli oEHZE
ofAJoté} o 2] 7F thFoll A =& (national dress)
o Y AR AR oA 7Pt dFEH s
o1zl AAEelgty itk ddE ke ohkd
w3} 247F S7F 7 S7F elM wist o F

o]zl FFAE AYstHA "FHEE AAdE dA
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© &8 AET
8H2-S “traditional Korean costume”,
The Collins Dictionary+= “traditional style of
clothing”, Urban Dictionary+ “traditional type of
Korean dress”&F atith WALZ A A% (tradition)’
o] oJu= AdE Tl AesHe #AFoIt BE,
91, W, 7FEAT I ("Tradition”, nd.). &
o] &0l #A AFY Mgl FEe=rh,
ol A& 53 AFEHI EEH 2 T34
AEQZE Ay FaEe THEe U,
“q Aol BolAY, o Aojgtal F73)
A HFolEb e AL FF I 71l 2A 9
H, 2= AE ¥9d AL Aok -OAEC] 7
el diF wWAE BHA Q14o] dntstd Aotk
(Hobsbawm, 1983)"2}3. A&ttt SH=pAbol A
% o ASHOE weE gy Agk 183
o 2A Rolgte Aidel JiE olF o MY
Zte] WA FAA FAAET] AZYL, gHEo)et
§o7t At 7153 wjAo| A 2ro]7] Al A

Aol
=
T

o b 2 |

e

rr _‘L
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AL 19008 ol¥e Yolth(Kim, 2010: Kim,
2022a; KCSB, 2021). 2¥1x|¢} sfqt
HHE AAEN go] FE3s -

FOR FAHe] AAel o=tk FaEe 73
AP #E 94 o) Ao FRUAL, 1
)% Mgl wd ol wE|A
A, AE ARE FIAAY

traditionalel  RtH=+=  7HEL  ‘modern’®]th.
Modern®] F-&AH Aol “H2e] 71&, WY
ofolt]o]o] AZH (involving recent techniques,
methods, or ideas)”olZH= &H7F AEH("Modern”,
nd). gEolFgE &7t AAYE ¥ o o
AL Uz BEHY AFHolsity 7Bt
= %‘Q%’io MEE 71 &4, A4, bRl 5
}\7} TYHEA A FA o wjAE
340}] & 3}—_} Jﬂz\q }\])\E‘“
Eolghe ol At
) L%i‘ﬂ M ZHE o

(dhe])e A

o] ATl AEEAo B
&S tH(Taylor

] ) vpulEl FH 1% "3
AER 2 9] o|n R o] A3} (idealized). ©]=*
H FHAdY S %31?407]74
. *‘X%lQJrL 74317} Atk ﬂE%

[= A 7\]7—@;‘5} 1’%(Sumberg nd.).

AR Relol 29 TG AER o F Y
A B g 2RY olslz JdEsE A
2 29t B89 FEHS AHHA B3, 9
el Tia Lolehy sy, Bl WAl
Wate] 4L RAS A AAZYH A5Hol
2 ATA Roley FAFOEN FE A
S WA FHL BHSHIL tholuhe @ GAbE A
Solq BA RapA Ak 20209 119 Apeld] Y

7] AbEl o] % &9 {7t A1SF ot HW
A RS vt i Relg $71E Y
ARA =AY & FHle] FXate H AR A

%S & HHKim,
2022b). ool °]olE A7FE U FAE ¢
o 1?‘& ‘E%% O*Dlw"i AFol A A A5

RS HE ¥

=

lo
N
e
N
s
o f
d
f
A

o

O

OED®] Ae] “A traditional Korean costume’

'O
QEHoR P, FolAk
14

#ES Yy B8

TR B S 9oz Feat aRNS
sl s 38 o FA7elen sheth
FEe @ Mo PR APgse AL, of
UE CRAEY s zed & @9 B4g
AgHOE Paks Gy Uy Fus
ASASE FARIL G Rt ATAE B

< A3 AH(collective noun) 2 7+,

a9 9 ARdele JY e dF(Av-A L
2 vlR-A 28] -Z27]-n2 2 02 A A=
A= ol BEE o o] 204719} 21A 7=
ANEA wad o sMe s 33
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3 B2 §Eo e HE7L FatEuA dE o 7. st=E0 St EAlR 2 eVt CHE
Aol ol Al Gake] Apgtol Hol FapA F2 ¢ =Ny
Aol SZ2Zoh g AE AR g A
S oo G Dok BEe] AEAS BEs- () ) FA IR Qe = B2 o)
5 . . o}, FEF sFE ] ouj= gE71) 72es o
o F7e] HAt} S5 ¢ He] £o0F shgst
S QAA Ados mie] BAL o 2rd Fdo] tE7E Folol g2 (Korean
) ) ) ) clothing) Q1717 dH&-9] Aol= k& GAle] A4
Shaol thgh 149 WstE WAESE gt
WHEE o]9A Eevtets #do] Hol A A
6. BhE'o| Al7|H i S7HA A, AFA A2e g9 At A
oo AI719F 2 o] FE WFolA 1) AL Al
5o Jids Aoty sMe FEolEe 710 g AR E A W EAE EE X9
ol7b AA o AAYOH ojH ouE 2AYPEXA AAF + 2) 2o ol dE =Y Fo dE9 o
292 BAgo npgaitl dHE Lol= LT AbTh ol=EAl Fotel ‘gHEe] HAAtE g &
BEol A3 AT sHEolgte o7t oA 7B 2o gAatgt apel 7t glo] F& = AT
I wjA A ko]l AFE AL 1900 o] %9 SHe 3t SRS Fste] mhekst e o
Qo] tH(Kim, 2010: KCSB, 2021: Kim, 2022a). 3 A g a8 Eskal A Fol fde %3t
Holgle Loj7} ZAAUE oL 220]%] o I AAMA FHEe] o= =rolAbe] Ao
BRo, EASHF R FEINTHE = £ JUE wgtdy, =829 Ao ARE0
o= IFHAWEY AL d&old L o “g=role] Bavolgty Ak “dele gt
ARl = "R 9d FE e & c]EH A 7MY dRSe] g5 s 7R A
23 Atk VSRS AdeE dEe o e durana Byt ol dxde FA
AF AZAA 1 AYE ALy L8 5+ 9 (nationality) # WA A A (ethnicity) F 9]
Oa HA 2A w9 27 wfuAr) g HY THFLR & gl B4 "X PR
¥ Zor A 2U9At AFHR 5 A Botth dgste] diE el 23 A
ds 1#T F Ade Aol AFE7] Ao 9 A7 AT AFAE S5 S5
Hola AR At MFY & FellA =& o MEds R Hotof ke Hol FoE st
g AR Feh= 522 5kAh A oA AAE S
ZolAbdel] dEo FEHE "ZAAU Y9 218 d e OE s, AEEA oA
o] £ 07 7]%8 Ao FMo] &3 500 o] J2)' o] Ao FREE MEE s Aok
W Eoke] B2 HEE Bo AFFOZH T A (Kim, 2022a). °l&< 7Ndstsls EAl= 54l
71 ZPH FA e 2epd o] Wb 7k gl = B3t UAe REaty, Bgely, e
th 2047] o]Fo] dHEolztE Zolrl A7|HA A5 FAt ZAG A T A8 Sk A9
I g BRAEE 3 oy A dEeka A I WES F5 FoA gR72 g
A SEo JatE #HuF AAFHJTIE & 5 T A5 AES A SsiMe dEolt
ith EL ZAM "uir)e 2o HEHE Yo = 807} AAFEE o3 ouE AROoH AlY
2 2047] 21 71E AN WAN Y AFA A of wet ou7t YA W Y=TtE LAY
oo 7144 dEo Jy= sEojgs Lojrt A 7b Atk @EolEhe &ov 204171 2EEH =3
49 A 7)9 R Ro] 9F7) Fojok Frt H YE #AA] A stell #|zHE A G FE
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AE FAE 75, =3 dE9] AlF 7150 FAAHE Bl £ fgARle s V&S 9F
WAL 7] ARt 2719 7S5 dEo] U e tEEE 7R AN §F Ala"eR
2(3HE filR), M (5 FER S TEsEE S A AF £o7 HIEJY /|AE A
A T -dEAFe] e AAS] s wEo g8 HAT = 214710 SojMmA zleo] 7
A AZzAAEFE AASY Y850 2E dEl Aoy, EE 55 A9 2 yxolvEe]
o] &L L3 AMNS HLEE F97 gk 7S 2ldkE, EESHE, sideHE, FAdE
JA0] GA ALE] E3H 02 Fo|g ApzlolqlY] SO B JANE FIE IS dHo=E
o) & o] th(Kim, 2022a: Kim, in press) 8Pt olHE e FFE FEE(o]st

ol AR A7l B ToRillA Ak HPAGFE) S Fd dEolgy & F A7t ke
7148k, At 2diskE sk FAA AL A5 A¥le #olA LA T (Chae, 2010), ©l
3 Wsrt AR E AT R0l AA FEL 55 AAH3E Lodde EF Eolgts mYyx
2 A% 7 f] HstE AFSASE of 7F 2tk 28A o & gHEel FARStE tiAjol
Yt gy 9A] Fdflol bl A, A7 @ HEo] AXEY 949 HEdE oy A
steta, oA, FEY 247 =Y, gt {Fig. 3.
& el oM AFHE f3e HalE 4

o

AH(Lee, 2017: TKS, 2022b). 3
A7k Aol RASHHA AFHL
oty gue cust HEN WEE,
Agth ol 20470 W= L}
AL FoBol oopld wwE A
tradition)'e] Wkl A olsjg % ot

oA A U

| A AT ol o] YEAA Az} .

=]

rk;z H
e
o

R
o2 ©
o o
'GE!!
1]

AL dEo® AHH 1970 7 1990 7k

%}‘
_0 I

A AT F §4) Ao A A4 S e

IS o PRAL ogEoh aggy, 1 DL e ettt o

5 -ode AYE T A & HAE LuRE) The 10g0 in the middle of the box describes

& dlelA7t glold B8 HReld g AEuE Tredions) Fambox by KM Yeonerseok

MEE dE g badls Aok 204171 &

Sl qAgd frae Wste FEolT dAH 20417] LA FHE FES 1 A2 AE

Aol MR Zolth Tt of A7lel @EF % om qxugn @B Po] AE |G FEA

B(gd)e TES FAAL, FEID UM o) gz mesa 99n Ty due o g

o AAAE B2 UAU/FE(FR) TAlY  w @gozm ojx Wme AEH HEol 9

o o] Faan, T, ASHA e duol YA © Aol
1980l ZHEE F59 dA4ESE AL (KCSB. 2021).

2 ste AgEE J1AdEF] AART AAol e He] stHo] AEAL FTHE HAH

Edue] 59 HATE B pEo )9 Ashe 20109 F o] F K-pop 2EFES] ¥4
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4 gAY WEE NEBHOL NEF HEo|
AT o 2 FEE A HY W 47
Fo8l Teslord el @8l 4 B4
AR Ndol Azkel el sken drks A
olehi FAUT FHS AAY AOE sfotaA
Q3 WSS Aol A4 s Hue] e
A& AL ASB TG AXeH 7129
AAR Aol Helk BARS Tolllol Eol@
238 sa vest ok

fue dFel Wy BEe dFW Jakt )
dol ohug AE ez 348 Feld ok £
S FRse QYA BEolTE Foli 20
A7 AR Aol AOR wEolAN @
AR 2ol 1 B4R A 44A ozt
@7 dsisel gk ol folvt ALgE
AE 2A B, A0A A7), BRI A%%
WAL ANE 9B A/GIL BE AL
TEH 26 94 seRs 2xe ARE A%,
A2Ye) e £EFHH BAYT BB B
4 ZwoA gYglel Avsety, od FH
Fuo Q25 Adstel EEHL, FuIN Lol
e V168 wAS 83 BaEos 43
S HHe ARGSE ohe 4RH GnlE &
Qglol WA, 1ene e oAA HxE
Eo2dnel ZAgT A1z dEel &4 7
ke F e A9E FEAE S8 ST §
2 el THAR, AUE AANWA AEHo)
oE AEAA Rl Ty FRES nf'H
I OARA o Ao FRelgs 2o
WAE WSt S 9% Wste] GEHOT W
233, FEAL, H33 e HA'Y BES B
oAF A TfHL AFHY Aol BHOE
@82 olsahA Bk E thEs gt Holzt
T 9E 27 e 1094 8 39)
do Ausel AT AL AL o 2
oA Eol@ FEe) GAAE T, BAA WF 4
Ao AAAA NG (A Fh % BEel

S S4eks Aol A Rol9 FF 5
2243} 4 Hopel AT ANERA @
2 Syats W 7127t 9718 M@
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