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ABSTRACT

This study emerged from a desire to explore the types and origin of contemporary Korean women’s
mourning garments and to assess public opinion regarding whether or not those mourning garments exhibit the
traces of Japanese imperialism. Contemporary Korean women usually wear the black Gaervang Hanbok. Prior
to the Gaervang Hanbok, Korean women wore a black Hanbok in the same style as that of the traditional
Hanbok. And prior to that, they wore the white Hanbok. As recently as in the 2010s, Korean women were
still appearing in white mourning garments on soap operas; however, in the past ten years, white mourning gar-
ments have been hard to find. It seems that the people began to wear black Hanbok in the mid-20th century
and, at first, that was due to the influence of religion. The use of the universalized Hanbok worn today was
promoted by funeral service companies and motivated by greater social comfort with black rather than white
garments and by a change in the people’s perception of the funeral. In addition, there is no record of women
in the Japanese colonial era wearing black mourning garments, rather, records show that they wore traditional

white mourning garments throughout that time period.

Key words: black hanbok(7d-24 3+, mourning garment(¥EAR, AHE-), mourning ribbon(3#%, A4,

remnants of Japanese imperialism(Q A ZHAY)
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{Fig. 4> Mourning Ribbon 2 {Fig. 5> Mourning Ribbon and Armband
(Lee, 2019) (Lee, 2017)

{Fig. 6> An Initial Mourning Ribbon
(Kim, 2017)
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<Fig. 7> White Hanbok 1, 2007
(SBS, 2007)

(Fig. 8> White Hanbok 2, 2010
(Break News, 2010)

<Fig. 9> White Hanbok 3, 2014
(Choi, 2014)

<Fig. 10> Black Hanbok 1, 2008
(KBS, 2008)

(Fig. 11 Black Hanbok 2, 2014
(Yang, 2014)
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{Fig. 12> Yun Dong-ju’'s funeral in 1945
(Kim, 2018, p. 199)

{Fig. 13> Jeon Tae-il's Funeral in 1970
(Jeon, 2014)

{Fig. 14> A woman in black hanbok in the early "90s.
(Ma Cherie 20, 1999, p. 189)
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