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A Linguistic Analysis on the Terms of Korean sewing
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to find the etymology of terms used in sewing and tailoring in
Korean. Sewing is the craft of fastening or attaching objects using stitches made with a needle
and thread. The sewing terms in Old Korean were closely related to the method of sewing and
the shape of stitches. The terms can be divided into two categories: one with the suffix “-jil” and
the other with the suffix “-gi”. The differences between the two terms are as follows: Technically,
the method with “-jil” is more basic than the one with “-gi”, historically started to be used earlier
than the one with “-gi”, and syntactically, regarding the nominality of a word, the terms with
“jil” have stronger than those with “-gi”. Examples are “hom-jil” derived from “hwida;”,
“bag-eum-jil” from “bagda”, “gamchim-jil” from “gamchida” or “gamachida”, “sichim-jil”, from
“sichida”, “gonggreu-gi” from “gonggeulda”, “hwigamchi-gi” from “hwigamachida” or “hwigamda”,
“tteu-gi” from “tteuda”, “sangchim-jil” from a word meaning “running stitch”, etc. Among several
sewing terms, “baktta”, “tteuda”, and “giptta” are used in a various way with both a broad mean-
ing and a narrow meaning.

Key words: derived words/derivatives(Z+4 ©1), etymology(®14€l), sewing terms(¥t=2 & o),
the methods of sewing(WF=2 ), to sew(¥=Z 3}t
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{Table 1> The aspects of Sewing terms ending with ‘=jil" and ‘-gi" in textbooks
Freque Freque|Percen
®®®®®@®®®®®®nfy®®®@®@@@@@nfy tage
_ homil ololo|lo|lo|lolo|o|o ololo| 12 |lo|lo|lo|lo|o]|o olo|o 9 | 875
(&4 running stitch)
5 bageumjl . oOlOo|l Ol OOl O]O] O] O ol O] O 12 O O @] O O (@] O (@) O 9 875
(822 back stitch)
N SIChlmJﬂ X o|lo|lOo|lO]J]O|lO]J]O]JO]J]O]O|l0O]0O]| O 13 @] (@] @] (@] O (@] O O O O 10 95.8
(A1 % & :basting stitch)
gamchimjil/gamchigi
- O ol O O] O] O @] 7 O O O O O O O O O O 10 70.8
("= /7A 7] slanting stitch)
gongsureust 0 ololo olo|o|o 8 ol|o o|o o|lo| 6 | 583
(F127]: blind stitch)
hwigapchigi (HZHA171: over | olo|olo ol o 7 o|o o| o o) 5 50.0
casting stitch)
_ silpyotteug o|lolo]o o|lololo|olo|o|lo]| 12 o 1| o2
(A ExE7]: tailor tacks)
paljatteugi
oO|lO|l Ol O] Of O ol O] O 9 0 375
(ZA: 7] padding stitch)
saebaltteugi ‘ o ol o ol o o| O 7 O | O O O 4 458
(A7) catch stitch)
satteugi(AFEE7]) o} 1 o | o o|o o | o 6 29.2
sangchimhag o 1 o|o o|o olo| 6 | 202
(A2 3}71: prick stitch)
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{Table 2> The semantic characteristics of Sewing terms
ending with ‘-jil" and "-gi’

() i’ (7))
activity low high
basic high low
diachronic more long less long
disparage neutrality neutrality
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(Table 3> The aspects of Sewing terms ‘gamchi-gi’ and ‘gamchim-jil’ in textbooks
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{Table 4> The aspects of Sewing terms ’sichim” and ‘sichim-jil’
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{Table 5>The aspects of Sewing terms ‘hwigamchi-gi’ and ‘hwigabchi-gi" in textbooks

DO DGOV OLILOE B OO WO B O D@ B @

hwigamchgi o olo olo
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o[- BEREENAE
o] glthe Aoltk 20 s=d MWL [FHU+ [FTH+3

e R AT AR E Foo= T 22 ST e AW e AT
2ot AT s A HFAE F el Fob A2 B Aotk oA "HA Y] v
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{Table 6> The aspects of Sewing terms ‘sangchim’ and ‘sangchimhagi’ in textbooks
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(Table 7> The etymology and the systems of Sewing terms

system verb noun etymology
_ homijil hothomjil(E£&2) o
hoda(Z o}) . hwida (3] th.#%)
(+4) gyeophomijil (A &2)
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[e) _— o 1=
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