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ABSTRACT

Women’s sports in Korea started with the introduction of gymnastics classes at Ewha School.
Teachers from the West altered the students’ skirts and jeogors to make suitable clothes for phys-
ical education, while introducing western-style sportswear. After the introduction of gymnastics,
women wore diverse sportswear until the Korean liberation; however, detailed studies regarding fe-
male sportswear in Korea have been lacking. This study examines the development of the sports-
wear in the West, the way sportswear spread in Japan, and the origin of the western-style sports-
wear that was introduced in Korea. Investigations of literature and photographs from the era of
sportswear’s introduction have shown that female students, as their participation became more ac-
tive, chose diverse sportswear according to their school affiliations or the sports. The most popular
form of sportswear was the combination of bloomers and diverse blouse styles. The jumper skirt,
called tunic, and blouse combination originated in England, and was then worn in Japan before be-
ing introduced in Korea. The jumper skirts were first introduced as gym suit, then were chosen as
school uniforms for the summers of the 1930s. Some schools chose to have their students wear
rompers, a one-piece combination of bloomers and a blouse, instead of two separate clothing pieces.
Though students wore school-assigned sportswear or school uniforms for in-school exercises, they
sometimes wore separate uniforms for public competitions. Students who participated in tennis tour-
naments wore uniforms based on their schools, and many of these school uniforms had white tops
and bottoms. These white uniforms can be seen as a reflection of Western fashion. The widespread
use of diverse sportswear allowed women to break free from the traditional views of gender, move
more freely, and in turn, promote the participation of female students in sports.

Key words: bloomers(¥FH), gym suit(=% %), modern girl(Z 1), rompers(F3 ),
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{Fig. 1> Gymnastic Class at Ewha Haktang
(Lee & Lee, 2006, p. 27)

(Fig. 2> Gymnastic Class
at Kyunggi Girls’ High School(1920)
(Kyunggi Alumnae Association [KAAJ], 1998, p. 40)
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<Fig. 3> Tennis Players of <Fig. 4> Tennis Players of
Hosudon Girls’ School(1923) Youngmyeong Girls’ School(1923)
(A score in the tournament, 1923) (A score in the fournament, 1923)
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{Fig. 5) Basketball Players of Smith College
dressed in Bloomers(1903)
(Melnick, 2007, p. 152)
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{Fig. 6> American High School Girls
dressed in Middies and Bloomers(1915)
(Warner, 2013, p. 49)
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{Fig. 7> Gym Suit Proposed by Inokuchi(1906)
(Tomoko, 2016, p. 117)

— 40

{Fig. 8> Students of Ewha College
dressed in Bloomers(1923-28)
(Ewha Archives)
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(Fig. 9> Suzanne Lenglen’s tennis wear(1920) {Fig. 10 Suzanne Lenglen in the Dong-A IIbo(1926)
(Lee, 2006, p. 349) (Suzanne Lenglen, Queen of Tennis, 1926)
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{Fig. 11> Tennis Players of {Fig. 12> Tennis Player of
Kyunggi Girls" High School(1923) Baewha Girls’ High School(1924)
(/mpending women's tennis competition, 1923) (Players of Baewha School at st Tennis

Tournament, 1924)
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{Fig. 13> Tennis Players of
Baewha Girls’ High School(1923)
(/mpending women's tennis competition, 1923)
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{Fig. 14> Tennis Players of Ewha College
(Ewha Archives)
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{Fig. 15> Tennis Players of
Jinmyeong Girls’ High School(1927)
(Consecutive victories of Ewha, 1927)
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{Fig. 16> Tennis Players of
Second Girls" High School(1923)
(A Score in the Tournament 1923)
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{Fig. 17> Tennis Players of
Jinmyeong Girls’ High School(1930)
(Photos of Women's Tennis Tournament. 1930)
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{Fig. 18> Tennis Players of
Sookmyung Girls’ High School(1935)
(The 13rd Korean Women's Tennis

Tournament, 1935)

G

&
rlo e
4
ol
2
=l
2>,
™
o
i
o
=
-
o
o
AN

s FIE zrob

02 ANTS & T UK Tennis Shoes, 1928).
Aol Al HFe = o

ol A171Q1 1920t AvHEol B3] frY
o2 ZALHth Mg nRTAZ Ay

Z2 Ryl BT gEy Atz o

[> o

{Fig. 19> Tennis Players of
Chungshin Girls" High School(1925)
(Observe the Tournament, 1925)
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{Fig. 20> Tennis players of
Women’s College of
North Carolina(1911)

(Warner, 2013, p. 219)

{Fig. 22> Tennis Players of
Jinmyeong Girls’ High School(1931)
(Photos of Korean Women's Tennis Tournament.
1931)
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{Fig. 21> Tennis Players of

Pyongyang Jeong-ui Girls’ High School(1933)
(Ovening the Women's Tennis Tournament, 1933)
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<Fig. 23> Championship of

Campus Tennis Competition at Ewha College(1925-35)

(Ewha Archives)
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