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ABSTRACT

The study’s purpose is to examine the fashion style of political leaders who have built success-
ful political images for themselves. Moreover, the study aims to provide baseline data for building
the political images of the next generation’s female leaders. Therefore, this paper analyzes politi-
cal images and strategies executed through fashion styles focusing on the case of German
Chancellor Angela Merkel, a female politician with global influence. The study’s data were limited
to photographs collected through Internet searches for the period 2005—when Merkel took office
as Chancellor—to July 2017. Merkels term was divided into three stages: the first stage from
April 9, 2005 to November 29, 2009; the second stage from November 30, 2009 to December
16, 2013; and the third stage from December 17, 2013 to July 31, 2017. Merkels overall fashion
transformation, fashion style during key events, and the political implications of her style choices
were analyzed. According to the study’s results, Merkels fashion style did not change between the
first and third stages. By emphasizing consistency, her repetitive use of an identical fashion style
crafted an image of a reliable politician. Additionally, humble and modest details and accessories
created the image of a politician who cares about the underprivileged. Those choices therefore
produced the effect of making voters feel a sense of affinity. Moreover, Merkels fashion choices
intended to show a wide range of personality, transcending her image as a conservative politician.
Merkels abovementioned fashion style has been subjected to severe criticism, but her more un-
expected fashion choices have helped to build a positive political image. Therefore, fashion poli-
tics need to consider various political situations and strategies when making fashion choices, rath-
er than simply focusing on favorably-received fashion styles.

Key words: Angela Merkel(%2 2 W E4), fashion politics(THA A A]),
female politicians(414] A =2 H)
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{Fig. 1> The Roots of Hillary Clinton
(time.com, n.d.)
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{Fig. 2> Fmr. Vice President Mondale
Endorses Clinton
(msn.com, 2007, May 11)

{Fig. 3> Dressing Like a Leader:
Style Tips
(forbes.com, 2016, Jan. 16)
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{Fig. 4> [Cover story] Fashion power
of the women leader in the fashion
(donga.com, 2013, Mar. 10)

{Fig. 5> Michelle Obama wears
philosophy
(womennews.co.kr, 2009, Sep. 9)

{Fig. 6> The dictator wears my own
persistence
(segye.com, 2010, Sep. 17)
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{Fig. 7> President Bush in a cowboy
hat
(naver.com, 2007, Feb. 8)
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{Table 1> Composition of Merkel’s Fashion Item

frequency (%)
Election Domestic policy Diplomatic policy Events Tt
C S D E © S D E C S D E C S D E
1 34 | 55 - - 8.0 | 83 - 0.3 | 151 | 30.5 - 09 108|157 | 06 | 09 100
1.2 | 32 - 04 | 24 | 80 - - 40 | 4738 - 32 | 16 | 227 | 28 | 28 100
03 | 2.7 - - 1.2 | 134 - 03 | 52 |623 - 21 |12 | 82 | 18 | 1.2 100
{C: Classic Suit, S: Separate Suit, D: Dress, E: ETC)
£ Axech A7l ko] M2EE gesdle A 2] oj&e] F4do] M(Main color)2 A%
2% FEen, ggsA Uehdes E29 °l T FE, ¥, SYie] AR ERIAL,
nARE AEHol &FAQ onAE F7}a3 S(Sub color)& HHAl, 2AERE 183 A(Accent
2 AR vA, M= BE o Tbm color) & M=t B 2o ¥QE AR #7333
= B A2 AEHUY v R s s AEd o 1 A 71 A REs <Table 2>
& TE ZEYIHE Aute] ojuA R vEehH, Merkel's Fashion Color Distributions®} 7] ¥
g4HQ olMAE AxeE ZA wel shgEel  sarh WZAS tigAs AANZNA Wa
% B me B2t muols 4Rde] B A AL ARG Wol HEagon, W v
ok ol9h o] WEAL WtEE A omAE G2 Agexe S7PE SulE THAE At
oA kEdte] FAHAME FH ALE FE Az ol F&she A Btk (Table 2)
& & of= FAAY ouAE Fxsiqith HEA 5 AFEH 127004 HwQl HE H2A49 A
o #ES Zeng onAE AERAHOT A fo| A o AR AL Hge]
gato] A olm Mol FAHY BHE F3 AT OB Al NEs} Zbs AL FAY
D) A4 A% Qv o WA AAH GR Fohst
{Table 2> Merkel's Fashion Color Distributions
frequency (%)
Color
Term Y YR R RB B BG G GY W Gy BK N T
M | 7.69 738 | 17.23 | 462 3.69 1.23 523 - 9.23 9.23 | 34.46 - 100
1S | 031 0.92 0.31 0.62 = = = - 3.08 6.15 | 88.62 = 100
A - - 3.08 - - - - - 54.15 - 20.62 | 2215 | 100
M| 6.77 10.8 | 1315 | 9.56 17.9 12 797 0.4 7.57 9.16 | 15.54 100
2| S 5.58 - - 0.4 - - - - 13.94 3.98 75.7 0.40 100
A - 0.8 0.797 1.99 0.4 - - - 29.08 478 29.88 | 32.27 100
M | 4.86 79 24.92 | 456 18.8 5.2 3.95 0.91 9.12 6.38 13.37 - 100
31 S 1.52 - - - 0.3 - - - 9.42 6.69 81.76 0.30 100
A 1.82 2.74 3.04 0.91 2.74 0.6 2.13 - 19.76 | 7903 | 25.84 | 32.52 100
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gng ol dw, E@ GUATINE ADE  ddel FAY & YE A N(None) o] Mol =
B gAZ WA A% ey A vhekstth 1R7)0E Ao el A8%

HE AYzE Aol 387 W g Bel  2MSE Uehou 3872 245 SuE 9v)
sgom, 38R A4E @A A4 gl 2 kI AHE B9 A s, v
Solgth AeA WAL A AL RAA7 s AEHUT oF Fol WEAS 1R/d0E
WA W v BT AFSUAE Bidelt  FYAT AL AZeR wizely AsHa
O Qsh WAA Al glo] Bk BHSA B WAH oA FraPod AR A MRS
& ash e, o) gate] AN A% A4 shgom, A

GAE AHE FS el Frs GER glo] 4% N2 AgeE guE s gl

(Table 3)> Merkel's Accessories

frequency (%)

- Wil s Bag (NeckiZiBag) NONE Total
1 8102 092 062 1354 100
2 89,64 08 159 797 100
3 811 - 213 1277 100

(Table 4> Merkel's Necklace and Bag

Necklace

Fig. 10. Merkel's neCkI;Ce
(welt.de, 2013, Sep. 2)

Image
Fig. 11. Merkel’s necklace
(businessinsider.com, 2011, Dec. 10) Fig. 13. Merkel's bag
(quora.com, 2017, Oct. 13)
1 f Kkl = tional fl
Significance ol otf megidowe = Cempen pelionell 123 Big tote bag - practicality

Round shape metal necklace - rational decision
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T2 9% + Uk E FEES N9 LMz @A FUie
m, A g2l 34 Feay 4Rt F
3) A AAIA e = 2H02 Uyt
Waas gH dgdEs 210" A= FA F UM E oH 2 A Ul AA
B0\t ho g Vet Sl (Table 3y 39S FESLA APARTAL ALFAE S
Merkel's Accessories®t 7ol vepal Sivh &2 SEAA AL =EAE 5 HEUAS
o] Z& HEs} 1~387) YW 80%7F 9tk &= FAsAh 20068 52 4Y Hdezdwel F
& 7pare] AL WLt HA UEgou R 3 37l A WEAE AAYEA AGES wiosHA
gl e d&Hola EFol v EEY((Fig wxe) A whs Ak I"d®E Eskal v
12). (Fig. 13)), SIS A =@ 29 3 = 248 Al s gAE #AANFA=U (Fig
JH=2 TAANY LAY 15 SYdxzdge] A3 EFO=E 3HES
EAole] ALE oF 47} AEIYE drEAHO =4 Azls ZAeste] Mg wHolgte HAA
2 Zagqrr AAS z1Eojol 3= zbe A= S Agsth o)g 22 xEFY U A
AFEZolZ L3517, BEo Y= 4= & BA AAES sEE pAgoy Ao R
ZAolgl TVEER Zoj = =S AR3= 94 = ol AAS] P ARI7EEC] A T2t
20| ((Fig. 10) 1elx dAsdAe Arags 28 el = 24 Wl A 1d 2
2o oA @] WL W FE ZEA ol A HdHE F49 VA FAFd AFES
FeEY BFol((Fig 1)< #gsignt R BASAUH °lE 2 9= stepdd Hezx
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(Table 5> Fashion Politics in the First Term of Merkel

Election

Domestic policy

Diplomatic policy Events

Image
(Fig. 14> Germany in (Fig. 15 DGB Annual <F|g 16> Rice, Merkel (Fig. 17> Merkel, la
political limbo after congress, discuss ex-prisoner’'s | estética (triunfadora) de
election, (theage.com, (gettyimages.de, 2006, |claim, (chinadaily.com.cn, la austeridad,
2005, Sep. 19) May, 24) 2005, Dec. 6) (bundeskanzlerin.de, 2008,
Dec. 4)
Situation TV debate 2006 DGB annual Audience with Rice Oslo opera festival
congress
o Black suit- Symbol |Green jacket- prosperity | Red jacket - Symbol of Deep neckline -
Significance

color of CDU party

& development

Republican Party femininity empbhasis

2) 27 27)(2009/11/30~2013/12/16)
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Election Domestic policy

Diplomatic policy

Events

Image

{Fig. 18> Angela Merkel, | <Fig. 19> Germany, in | <Fig. 20> David Cameron

reelegida presidenta del reversal, will Close brings the kids,
CDU, su partido, nuclear plants by 2022, | (independent.co.uk, 2013,
(lavanguardia.com, 2012, (nytimes.com, Apr. 13)
Dec. 4) 2011, May 30)

{Fig. 21> Cserckas
nybJinka 6pliia
yauBJIeHa AHIeJIon
MepxeJib,
(starslife.ru,
2012, Aug. 2)

Situation CDU party reelection

Announce a new
nuclear energy policy invited

David Cameron was

Wagner's opera festival

Significance

Black suit- Symbol Purple inclining to red
color of CDU party jacket - determined will

Round neckline bluish
green jacket - peace &

gentle in manner

Deep neckline &
Mermaid silhouette -
femininity emphasis
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o geEunk Wz A Jue] $ANE  Agow oF zelsd F8d Aoz AztAY
AnE A ET. Fig 2209 REHE 4z 2 3719] W2 PAPINMe] B 1719 2
FAAAS Lo BEA AAH AT /1% HEE PFOE UEbal Utk miHels 4
Azae USSR o AL bd £ AES Foe SdsE 4A9 2N BEHs o
E9%T gtk 3lA F8@ A o F ZHOE o4H olwAY Bz YAt (Fig
s vz 38 SeAUn 2459 F o2 25e WEd masd os 596 HI(Vouge)
AL AR dal A7 AFAYEd UAE b see] 2 Adsle uFFoE mwsls
NN "eE ohFel £ Yol AN WIMlF % A NP P sdvky Fekh ek

Be W2y e oA dutd, e5S 9 38715 HaAe HH AHAe 7 4
Rolokdx) #F AU T4 FYHA A E2 B O 2 Wsbt glo] 1397 445
(A54)9) 2¢ W2 AR T Do) g gtk oA A ojolds AxAele wHEHQ
A WTHCho, 2013). A9 olHAL (Fig  HERES BALOAAE FEH olHAE 74
2o AL At AEA AAS hAG BE FOow, AR WA AH AU G
o Uetx gtk AHE BAAEY = B o3 YEEeA AHPE FI Pasy
goE WEAS 4L PR AvA Fes  A2F oAB AL A0E BTk WAA
e 2 5 A lgBE WES b h AARFIAE o9 AR ggel A B
oh B (Fig 208F Zo] M9 steby) AAS  AZol Wol BEsel B AT AR AN
Agaioln, BN R AL AHE  HASH F5F ANH 993 497 Ak olv]
{Table 7> Fashion Politics in the Third Term of Merkel

Election Domestic policy Diplomatic policy Events

Image
{Fig. 22> llemagne: {Fig. 23> Merkel mit 96,7 | <Fig. 24> 'Queen Angela’ | <Fig. 25> Merkel tops
Angela Merkel que rien |Prozent im Amt bestatigt, | looks forward to meeting | guest list at legendary
n‘arréte, (stuttgarter-nachrichten. Her Majesty on state Bayreuth festival,
(valeursactuelles.com, de, 2014, Dec. 09) visit, (yahoo.com,
2015, May, 8) (telegraph.co.uk, 2015, 2014, Jul. 30)
Jun. 21)
Situation Election campaign CDU party convention meetm g Queen Bayreuth festival
Elizabeth
e Pink jacket - Bluish green jacket - |Blue jacket - Symbol of Blue dress -
Significance ) . .
personality keep neutrality Royal family symbol of democracy
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