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ABSTRACT

The MireuksajiSeoktap is a stone pagoda from the period of King Mu(AD639) of Baekje,
which was sealed inside the Reliquary of Sarira of pagoda at the time of its construction, was
discovered in 2009 during a disassembly investigation. One relic found inside the Reliquary of
Sarira was textile, which had remained therein because of exclusion of outside air from the
container. Various kinds of plain woven silk such as Geum (brocade, %), Neung (twill dam-
ask, #%), Sa (simple gauze, #), and Ra (4-end complex gauze, ##) were found alongside gold-
en thread and embroidery work. These types of textile are of the highest quality produced in
ancient East Asia at the time, and are of a gorgeous style thanks to the textile’s own charac-
teristics, as well as to the weaving, dying, and embroidery techniques used to embellish the
textile. In particular, Gyeonggeum (silk-golden with borders, #£$f) and Ra embroidered with
golden thread, which were considered the most precious textiles at the time, were also found,
as well as textile samples in various shapes that were used to wrap offerings to Buddha. As
excavation of ancient textile is a very rare incident, the textiles from the Mireuksaji Stone
Pagoda can serve as specific references that reveal the weaving techniques of its period. This
finding is particularly significant to research on ancient textiles of Korea, as the relics can be
compared with samples discovered from other Sarira Reliquaries of Baekje, Shilla, and China.
We anticipate that these important relics will be properly treated for long-term conservation so
that further information can be obtained from them to supplement existing findings from pre-
vious investigations.
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embroidery(A<7), gold thread (FAF), Mireuksa temple site of Baekje(MA| 7| 5AFA])
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{Fig. 1> Collecting process of discovered textile from Sarira Reliquary of
Stone Pagoda of Mireuksa Temple site, Baekje(The north is the bottom of photos)
(Photo by National Rechearch institute of Cultural Heritage [NRICHT, Jan. 14-15 2009)
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{Fig. 3> Position of seven knifes
(This figure is revised based on
(2014, NRICH)’s study)
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{Fig. 4 Position of six bronze case
(2014, NRICH, p. 255)
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(Table 1) Classification of Reliquary Textiles by Collecting step and Enshrinement Position

(*: collected extra cords)

Enshrinement

Step Photo of Textile

Position

Textile List

(@ brocade

(® dark brown
plain silk

(© lustrous plain
silk

@ gauzed plain
silk

© cord*

(® metal decorative
cord of tweezers™

@ pointed twill
(® plain silk
(© decorative cord*




@ dark brown
plain silk with
weft rib

(® black twill
pouch
(estimation)

(© plain silk

@ lumping reddish
brown plain silk

(© lustrous plain silk

® cords, knots, some
plain silk etc.

(® embroidery with
gold thread on
4-end complex
gauze, weakly
plain silk etc.

® linen
(estimation)

(O metal
decorative cord

@,0,©,@ some
cords on bronze
case No.3 and
No.4

@-1,2,3,4,5 three
different plain
silk and twill,
cord inside
bronze case No.l

(® plain silk inside
bronze case
No.6

© gold thread

(Table by researcher, Photo by the researcher and NRICH)
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border-pattern of brocade

(Fig. 5 1-®@ : Arrangement symmetrical
(Photograph by the reseacher)

© Brocade consist of various color threads

(Photograph by the reseacher)

<Fig. 4> 1-@
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{Fig. 6> lI-@ : Pointed Twill outside knife near bronze case No.3 (Photo by NRICH)

{Fig. 7> m-® : Twill damask outside bronze case No.3 (Photo by NRICH)
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{Fig. 8> V-@-4 : Twill damask inside bronze case
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(Fig. 9> m-® : 4-end complex gauze (Photo by researcher and NRICH)
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{Fig. 12> 1 -®

(Fig. 13> 1-© : Lustrous plain silk the bottom of bronze case No.1 & I-@® : Lustrous
plain silk the outside bronze case No.6 (Photo by NRICH)
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0.5 mm

{Fig. 15) 11-® : plain silk (Photo by NRICH)
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(Fig. 18> v-@ : three different plain silk inside
bronze case No.1 (Photo by researcher)

(Fig. 20> V-@-2(left)and
v -@-3(right down)
(Photo by NRICH)
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(Fig. 19> v-®@-1(left)and V-@-2(right)
(Photo by NRICH)

{Fig. 21> v-® : Plain silk inside bronze case No.6 and sewing
stitches (Photo by researcher)
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(Fig. 22> m-® : Linen(estimation) on knife of the

north wall (Photo by NRICH)
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{Fig. 24> m-® : Metal decorative cord of knife in north wall
(Photo by researcher and NRICH)
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(Fig. 25) 11-© : Decorative cord of knife in “ ”)“j Ak A AR Helrh &9 39
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(Fig. 26> 1 -®, I-®, N-@- : Cords and knot (Photo by researcher and NRICH)

(Fig. 27> N-®-©-@ : Cords and knot (Photo by researcher and NRICH)
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bronze case No.1 (Photo by NRICH)
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