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ABSTRACT

This study is about the swallow patterns found in Korean, Chinese, and Japanese textiles.
The study strived to research the identity of the swallow patterns, check the combination of
flowers found alongside swallow in textiles, and clarify the interpretation of flower-bird pat-
terns where swallows appear. The study method involved literature review to check for sym-
bolisms of flower-bird paintings where swallows appeared, and photo data analysis of swallow
patterns found in embroidery, dyeing, and weaving of textiles, The study used pictures from
various Korean, Chinese, and Japanese collections, such as excavated costume investigation
reports, museum brochures, domestic/foreign monographs, and online museum websites.
Flower-bird paintings, including swallows, are popular themes in paintings and other various
craft items. Prominent examples are Hangnimchunyeon (3 8% <) and Doryusayeon (/A
91), both of which symbolized state exam successes. The image of Hangnimchunyeon is that
of swallows and apricot blossoms, and this image can also be found in Korean and Chinese
textile patterns. The image of Doryusayeon is that of peach blossoms, willow trees, and swal-
lows, and it carries the same meaning as Hangnimchunyeon. It is also found in Korea and
China. In China, swallows and peach blossom patterns are also found in the combination of
peach blossom and bats coming from the characteristics of swallow symbolizing long life.
Since there was no state exam in Japan, Hangmimchunyeon is depicted with cherry blossoms
instead of apricot blossoms or peach blossoms. The image of Sipjukjaescohwabo (A5 A~
H) is that of a swallow and a plum blossom, which represented the arrival of spring, and
this image was found in textile patterns in China.
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{Fig. 1> Shim, Jeon’s painting
"Apricot blossom and Swallows,

{Fig. 2> Wang, Mu’s
painting "Apricot blossom

<Fig. 3> Shim, Sa-jeong's "A Swallow
Smelling the Scent of Apricot,

Oing and Swallows, Joseon 18"
(Yachang paimai [YP], n.d.-a) Oing (Google Arts & Culture [GAC], n.d.)
(YP, n.d.-b)
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{Fig. 4> Apricot blossom and Swallow pattern

(Yeoju Museum [YM], 2011,

{Fig. 6> Apricot blossom and

Joseon 18"
p. 139)

Swallow pattern

Ming

(Gao, 2010, p. 182)
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{Fig. 5> Apricot blossom and Swallow pattern

Joseon 18"
(Seok Juseon Memorial Museum of Dankook
University [SIMMDUT, 2017, p. 72)

{Fig. 7>Apricot blossom and Swallow pattern
Oing
(Takami, 1985, p. 121)
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{Fig. 8> Lee, Yook’s painting "Peach
blossom, Willow tree, and Swallows,
Oing
(National Museum of Korea [NMK],
2012, p. 54)
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{Fig. 9> Peach blossom, Willow tree, and Swallows
Pattern Bowl
Oing 18"
(The British Museum [BM1, n.d.)
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o/
{Fig. 10> Peach blossom and {Fig. 11> Peach blossom and {Fig. 12> Peach blossom, bat, and
Swallow pattern, Embroidery folding Swallow pattern Swallow pattern
screen Oing Qing 20"
Joseon early 20" (Beijing Institute of Clothing (Metropolitan Museum of Art [MMA],
(Sookmyung Women'’s University [BIC], n.d.) n.d.-a)

Museum [SWUM], 2016, p. 101)
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{Fig. 13> Swallow and Willow tree pattern
Edo 18"
(Yamanobe, 1981, 60th figure)

ACERE) S o= Ads] HAH H
@A = %A (Cho, 2013).
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{Fig. 14> Cherry blossom and Swallow pattern
unknown age
(Japan Textile Design Center [JTDCI, 1960, p. 1)
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<Fig. 15) Cherry blossom and Swallow pattern
£do late 18M-early 19"
(Ishimura & Maruyama, 1988, p. 162)
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{Fig. 16> Plum blossom and Swallow
pattern
Ming 17"
(Sipjukjaeseo-hwabo, 1627)
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{Fig. 17> Plum blossom and Swallow pattern
Ming 17"
(MMA, n.d.-b)
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