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ABSTRACT

With the advent of the new political regime of Jong Un Kim, North Korea is undergoing
many changes, with its main motivation being economic growth. This study aims to identify the
changes in clothing in North Korea under the new political climate. The research conducted a
review on literature and empirical study. For literature review, books and papers from studies re-
lated to North Korea have been reviewed. For the empirical part, interviews with diverse class of
North Korean refugees including Hanawon, videos on TV, 1,100 pictures and related articles
from newspapers and Internet have been collected. Through this analysis, the study found that
subtle changes in North Korean fashion started prior to the Jong Un Kim’s regime, but has be-
come full-blown since Kim's assumption of power. This proves that the country is not yet in-
dependent from its political situation. The results are as follows: First, the appearance of Ri
Sol-ju has liberalized the fashion concept of North Korean women, and the popularity of her
trademark style has actually contributed to a more amicable image for Kim. Second, the “Hallyu”
style has spread to North Korea through various channels, and has started new trends. Third,
the diversification of fashion styles has been greatly accelerated in accordance with the expansion
of market, resulting from the economic revitalization policy. Last of all, Jong Un Kim’s direct or-
ders concerning fashion have resulted in some significant changes. The sophisticated uniforms of
flight attendants and the development of luxury cosmetics being prime examples. As studies on
this subject are extremely rare, this research is significant to identify the changes on the clothing
culture under Jong Un Kim’s regime, and to present an expanded view, as the two countries
work towards an united Korea.

Key words: fashion policy(¥141 A 4]), Jong Un Kim regime( A= A Al),
Lee Seol-ju fashion (°1dF #| A1), North Korean fashion(& g3 4)
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After liberation

style, and establish Korean own things.

-Doing clothes improving movement as a plan to remove luxury from thoughtless inflow of western

South . .
ou -The US military government system - appearance of relief good and smuggled goods

Korea . . X . .
-Increase of taking Western clothes via overseas Koreans' homecoming, and exchanging
-Equalization of clothes once limited by status
-Rapid development through the process of nation construction

North . . . L

Korea -Lack of textile material supply with division

-Clothes improving, considering activity based on traditional form

{Table 2> Change in South and North Korean clothes
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Period Defining Characteristic
1950-1960 Era of wearing Mao Jacket (North Korean traditional) and Han-bok
1970 Era of using Mao Jacket and Han-bok together
1980 Era of settlement of Western clothes
1990 Introductory stage of fashion
2000 Developing stage of fashion
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{Fig. 1> Fashion of royal family, Jong Un Kim, North Korea’s Defense Commission chairman, and his wife, Lee Seol-ju.

(yonhapnews, 2016)

Cotton pants

Trousers

Prohibition

f
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Capri pants

{Fig. 2> Classification of North Korean permitted pants and prohibited pants

(JTBC NEWS, 2012)
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(left)Black one piece and jacket (mid)Dot one
piece and white jacket (right)Black one piece
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{Fig. 3> Fashion of Lee Seol-ju

and dot jacket
(Unification Media Group, 2012)
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<Fig. 4> Lee Seol-ju, holding clutch bag (left)(mid)(right) Christian
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(Nambukstory, 2014)
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{Fig. 5> Popularity of Lee Seol-ju’s fashion Trend of one piece dresé and high'hAeéIs with Leé 7SeoI—Ju'S style
(left) Lee Seol-ju, (right) imitating Lee Seol-ju

(Joongang Daily, 2014)
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{Fig. 6> Female soldier in the area of North Korea and China’s border  <Fig. 7> Hair style of Jong Un Kim, short

line, patrolling with riffle and high heels
(Joongang Daily, 2014)

cutting front and back hair
(Joongang Daily, 2014)

{Fig. 8> Moranbong band, called as North Korea’'s Girl's Generation,
and Girl's Generation’s marine look(left) Moranbong band, (right) Girl’s Generation
(Unification Media Group, 2012)
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{Fig. 9> Chanel style in North Korea
(left)skirt and pants(Nknews, 2015), (mid)skirt and high heels(Nknews, 2015), (right)women’s fashion (Nknews, 2015)

<ig. 11> women’s fashion accessory in North Korea
(left)high heels, bag and umbrella, (mid) umbrella and high heels, (right)Bag and high heels (Nkpeople, 2015)
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{Fig. 12> woman's wearing skirt and high heels
(left)two-piece suit, (right)Mini skirt (Ohmynews, 2015)
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{Fig. 13> Crew members in North Korea
(left)Flight Attendant Uniform(The Korea Herald, 2015), (right)Flight Attendant Uniform(United Korea, 2013)
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(Fig. 14> Hair style of North Korea
Sample of the newest hair style in Changkwangwon, Pyoungyang
It is only available for high ranking officials with money and power.
(NEMOPAN, 2011)
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Changkwangwon, the complex cultural center 2 -4
(Joongang Daily, 2014)
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