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ABSTRACT

This paper analyzes articles on North Korean clothing which were published in the South and North
Korean press between 2010 and 2016, and seeks to provide a better understanding of overall North Korean
clothing life subsequent to Kim Jong-un’s rise to power. A total of 365 articles were collected - 93 from the
South Korean press and 272 from the North Korean press. Accordingly, the following five topics were ex-
tracted through analysis of the articles: appropriate dress, image politics, popular styles and consumerism, pro-
duction for the average citizens’s life, and rational management. In conclusion, we argue that clothing was used
to regulate North Korean citizens and to establish the political power of the Kim family. However, some of
the North Korean citizens were exposed to capitalist consumerism, even though North Korea implemented a

system of garment distribution which emphasized the importance of production and management of apparel.
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Table 1> Number of Articles for Each Topic
Topics South Korean Articles North Korean Articles Total
Appropriate Dress 9(2.5%) 157(43.0%) 166(45.5%)
Image Politics 42(11.5%) 83(22.7%) 125(34.2%)
Popular Styles & Consumerism 41(11.2%) 000%) 41(11.2%)
Production for the Average Citizen’s Life 1(0.3%) 22(6.0%) 23(6.3%)
Rational Management 0(0%) 10(2.7%) 10(2.7%)
Total 93(25.5%) 272(74.5%) 365(100%)

(Table 2> Contents of Topics

Topics

South Korean Articles

North Korean Articles

+ Clothing deregulation

Appropriate Dress 2010s

2014

- Reinforced clothing regulations in

in the early

- Presentation of dress codes matching TPO and

sex

- Emphasis on the ethnic representation of Joseon

clothes(hanbok)

Image Politics
father image

- Kim Jong-un’s appearance
management to attain the people’s

- Idolization of Kim's family using clothing

elements

- Glorified Kim Jung-un as the people’s father

who brought positive changes to citizens’ styles

h
Popular Styles & on the mass

Consumerism
popular styles

- Ri Sol-ju’s fashion and its influence
- Influence of Korean wave on

- Influence of capitalism on fashion

Production for the
Average Citizen's

- Information on SISBRO, a joint
fashion brand between South and

- Promoting fabric production for the improvement

of citizens’ lives

+ Promoting silk production for the exportation

Lif North K
e ot forea - Effective clothing production education guidelines
Rational - Appropriate washing, ironing, storage, and
Management treatment of clothing
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